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THE  AMERICAN  COMMISSIONER 

MIXED  CLAIMS  COMMISSION 
UNITED  STATES  AND  GERMANY 


DECISION  NO.  39 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF 

FIXING  REASONABLE  FEES  FOR  ATTORNEYS  OR 
AGENTS  UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  SECTION  9  OF 
THE  "  SETTLEMENT  OF  WAR  CLAIMS  ACT  OF  1928  " 


DOCKET  NOS.  4693  AND  5244 


Providential  Alvarez  Torres  and  Fernando  Alvarez  Torres ,  Claimants 
Louis  E.  Felix  and  I.  A.  Rabinaw,  Attorneys. 


CHANDLER  P.  ANDERSON 

American  Commissioner 


U.S.  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE  1 192» 


y/ZiZ/'V//,, 


ft.       JtA 


*  r  i 

^%  ■ .*&/ 


*>//// 


MIXED   CLAIMS   COMMISSION,   UNITED  STATES   AND  GERMANY 

Established  in  pursuance  of  the  Agreement  between  the 
United  States  and  Germany  of  August  10,  1922 


CHANDLER  P.   ANDERSON 

American  Commissioner 
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THE  AMERICAN  COMMISSIONER 

MIXED  CLAIMS  COMMISSION 

UNITED  STATES  AND  GERMANY 


DECISION  NO.  39 


IN  THE   MATTER  OF 


FIXING  REASONABLE  FEES  FOR  ATTORNEYS  OR 
AGENTS  UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  SECTION  9  OF 
THE  "  SETTLEMENT  OF  WAR  CLAIMS  ACT  OF  1928  " 


DOCKET  NOS.  4693  AND  5244 


Procidentia  Alvarez  Torres  and!  Fernando  Alvarez  Torres,  Claimants 
Louis  E.  Felix  and  I.  A.  Rabina<w\  Attorneys 


The  above-named  claimants  have  duly  filed  with  the  American 
Commissioner  a  written  request  that  he  fix  a  reasonable  fee  to  be 
paid  by  them  to  their  attorneys,  Louis  E.  Felix  and  I.  A.  Rabinaw, 
of  New  York  City,  N.  Y.,  as  compensation  for  whatever  services 
have  been  rendered  by  them  on  behalf  of  and  with  the  authority  of 
the  said  claimants,  such  services  being  of  the  character  described  in 
the  provisions  of  Section  9  of  the  "  Settlement  of  War  Claims  Act 
of  1928." 

The  claimants  have  objected  to  the  amount  of  the  fee  asked  by 
these  attorneys  on  the  ground  that  it  is  excessive,  and  the  attorneys 
have  been  notified  of  the  filing  by  the  claimant  of  this  request  that  a 
reasonable  fee  be  fixed. 

One  of  the  attorneys,  Mr.  Rabinaw,  has  filed  with  the  American 
Commissioner  a  letter  stating  that  the  claimants  have  settled  "with 
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Mr.  Felix  for  services  and  disbursements  due  us,"  and  suggesting 
that  the  request  might  be  for  fixing  the  fees  of  other  attorneys  em- 
ployed by  the  claimants.  A  copy  of  this  letter  has  been  transmitted 
to  the  claimants,  but  no  reply  thereto  has  been  made. 

It  appears,  however,  from  a  letter  addressed  by  the  claimants  to 
the  American  Commissioner  under  date  of  June  21,  1928,  that  the 
claimants  desire  the  Commissioner  to  determine  "  if  the  fee  we  paid 
the  attorney,"  i.  e.,  Mr.  Felix,  was  fair  and  reasonable. 

These  attorneys  are  not  now  requesting  any  compensation  from  the 
claimants  in  this  proceeding,  and  no  request  for  the  fixing  of  fees 
of  any  other  attorneys  has  been  duly  filed  with  the  American 
Commissioner. 

The  American  Commissioner  held  in  his  Administrative  and  Juris- 
dictional Decision  of  September  28,  1928,  which  was  followed  in  his 
Decisions  Nos.  33  and  36,  that  in  view  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
authorizing  the  fixing  of  fees,  it  "  would  be  futile  and  of  no  prac- 
tical importance "  to  fix  a  fee  after  the  claimant  had  paid  the 
attorney's  compensation  in  full,  and  that  accordingly  the  American 
Commissioner  would  not  act  in  such  cases. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  the  American  Commissioner  holds 
that  in  this  proceeding  it  is  not  desirable  or  appropriate  for  him  to 
undertake  to  fix  the  attorneys'  fees. 

Done  at  Washington,  D.  C,  this  22nd  day  of  June,  1929. 

Chandler  P.  Anderson, 
American  Commissioner, 
Mixed  Claims  Commission, 
United  States  and  Germany. 
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